The Situation at the End of 1916
conscious of the internal political difficulties of the Dual Monarchy, and had plans for a league of the peoples of Austria under the house of Hapsburg; at the same time he was unable to persuade the Hungarians to a less selfish policy, and could not make them abandon their food blockade against Austria. It was characteristic of him that he pardoned the Czech leaders who had openly worked against the Monarchy; his fear of the Czech movement, and the whole weakness of the Government and the Monarchy, were rendered notorious by this conduct. The only consequence was an encouragement of the separatist tendencies among his non-German peoples, and grave mistrust among his Germans, who stood firm in their loyalty to their Imperial House. The Army, too, felt it as a slight, especially the German officers and men, who were fighting courageously for the Imperial House and the Dual Monarchy. Countless numbers of their German brothers had met their death on the field of battle through Czech troops going over to the enemy.
The Emperor Charles, although by no means a convinced supporter of the alliance, held firmly to Germany. He wanted peace, but -in his anxiety to achieve it he went too far in his letters to his brother-in-law, Prince Sixtus.
The Emperor Charles attached great importance to his position as Supreme War Lord of the Austro-Hungarian Army. At his wish the arrangements we had come to as regards a unified command for the forces of the Quadruple Alliance were altered and somewhat weakened. Without being truly soldierly, he wanted to give his best to his Army.
The Empress Zita, who had great influence over her husband, had strong political opinions. She was unfortunately wholly unfriendly to us, and in the hands of the Clericals who were not well disposed to Germany.
The Minister for Foreign Affairs was Count Czernin, a clever man of wide experience. He was an educated and amiable personality, and far above the Wilhelmstrasse. In the main, he pursued the same path as the Chancellor in Berlin, He desired peace, but only hand in hand with Germany. He must be given this tribute of praise, that he was loyal. At the same
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